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The Election 
Commission of India 
(ECI) has extended 
the date for the 

publication of the draft electoral 
roll under the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) process by six 
days. 

The Chief Electoral Officer 
of UP, Navdeep Rinwa, informed 
on Tuesday that the Election 
Commission has revised the 
schedule for the Special Summary 
Revision (SSR) being conducted 
in the state, with 1 January 
2026, as the qualifying date. 
According to the revised schedule, 
the draft electoral roll will now 
be published on 6 January 
2026. The period for filing 
claims and objections will 
remain open from 6 January  
to 6 February 2026. 

Earlier, the draft electoral 
roll under the SIR was scheduled 
to be published on 31 December. 

The CEO further stated that 
the process of verification of 
enumeration forms, disposal 

of claims and objections, and 
related procedures will be 
carried out between 6 January 

and 27 February 2026. The 
final publication of the electoral 
roll for Uttar Pradesh will take 
place on 6 March 2026. 

Earlier, the Special Intensive 
Revision exercise for submission 
of enumeration forms concluded 
on 26 December in Uttar 
Pradesh. During this process, 
records of approximately 28.9 
million voters were found to 
be unresponsive or incomplete. 

Before the revision exercise, 
Uttar Pradesh had a total of 
154.4 million registered voters. 

According to official sources, 
among the unresponsive voters, 
around 12.6 million have 
permanently migrated outside 
the state, 4.595 million voters 
are reported deceased, 2.332 
million entries were found to 
be duplicates, 8.42 million 
voters could not be traced, and 
9.37 million voters failed to 
submit their enumeration forms.
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A controversy arose during 
the UP Assembly’s winter 
session over a meeting of BJP 
Brahmin MLAs at the official 
residence of party MLA P N 
Pathak from Kushinagar. Now, 
the MLA himself has responded 
to the controversy, and his 
statement, given through social 
media, has once again 
intensified political activity. 

BJP MLA Pathak, in his 
post on ‘X’, said that the 
Brahmin community works 
to unite society, not divide it. 

He wrote: Jai Shri Ram, 
Jai Sanatan, Jai BJP. In the 
Sanatan tradition, Brahmins 
are considered the guides, 
thinkers, and balancers of 

society. Where Brahmins gather, 
there is a churning of knowledge, 
wisdom, and contemplation, 
which strengthens Hindu
identity. Their duty is to unite 
society, not divide it.” 

It is noteworthy that after 
this meeting in Lucknow a 
few days ago, discussions 
began in political circles. The 
party leadership expressed 
displeasure, linking it to 
organisational discipline. State 
BJP president Pankaj Chaudhary 
had also given a stern warning 
to the MLAs who attended 
the meeting. 

Political analysts believe 
that Pathak’s statement is 
being seen as an attempt to 
clarify his position after the 
party president’s warning. 
However, the BJP has not yet 
given any official reaction to 
this statement. 

The meeting of Brahmin 
MLAs and the reactions to it 
have given rise to a new debate 
in the state’s politics regarding 
caste equations and organisational 
discipline.
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The North East Students’ 
Organisation (NESO), an 
apex body representing eight 
major students’ organisations 
of the northeastern states, 
on Tuesday demanded capital 
punishment for those 
responsible for the killing of 
Tripura student Angel 
Chakma, who was brutally 
assaulted in Dehradun and 
later succumbed to his injuries 
at a hospital on 26 December.   

NESO Chairman Samuel 
B. Jyrwa and Secretary General 
Mutsikhoyo Yhobu, in a letter 
to Uttarakhand CM Pushkar 
Singh Dhami, submitted their 
three-point demands, including 
capital punishment to the 
perpetrators of the heinous 
crime at the earliest. 

The NESO also demanded 
the establishment of at least 
one special police station 

for dealing with cases related 
to racial discrimination and 
atrocities against people 
belonging to the northeastern 
states, and enactment of a 
stringent law against racial 
discrimination as the 
Anti-Racism Act. 

In their letter, they also 
sought the CM’s urgent 
intervention for effective 
measures by the appropriate 
authorities, which could give 
mental, social, and physical 
security to the students and 
people of the northeastern 
region studying and residing 

in Dehradun and other parts 
of Uttarakhand. Vehemently 
condemning such atrocities 
perpetrated against people 
from the northeast, the NESO 
reminded that people have 
been facing these kinds of 
harassment in different parts 
of India, which in many cases 
have proved to be fatal for 
them. According to officials 
and family members, Chakma, 
the 24-year-old final-year 
MBA student of a university 
in Uttarakhand and son of a 
Border Security Force (BSF) 
constable, succumbed to his 
injuries on 26 December  
after struggling for his life 
for 18 days at a hospital in 
Dehradun.The student , 
belonging to the Chakma 
tribal  community,  was 
grievously injured after being 
attacked by a group of 
miscreants on December 9, 
who allegedly made racial 
slurs. 

ECI extends voter roll revision 
deadline for UP; draft on 6 Jan

BJP’s P N Pathak clarifies on 
meeting of the party’s  
Brahmin MLAs in LucknowNorth-east student body seeks capital 

punishment in Tripura student murder

170 sheep 
found dead in 
Lucknow; CM 
orders probe, 
compensation
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A shocking incident has 
come to light from UP’s 
capital, Lucknow, where 
around 170 sheep were found 
dead under mysterious 
circumstances. The incident 
has raised serious concerns, 
with questions being asked 
about whether the deaths 
were caused by negligence, 
poisoning, or some larger 
conspiracy. 

A high-level investigation 
has been ordered to determine 
the exact cause, officials 
confirmed on Tuesday. CM 
Yogi  has taken cognisance 
of the matter and directed 
officials to conduct a thorough 
inquiry into the deaths, which 
occurred near the Rashtriya 
Prerna Sthal in the Madeyganj 
(Madiyaon) area. The CM 
has also announced 
compensation of Rs 10,000 
for each deceased sheep. 

BJP ignoring Constitutional 
reservation : Akhilesh Yadav
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Samajwadi Party National 
President Akhilesh Yadav has 
accused BJP members of 
openly disregarding the 
reservation system guaranteed 
by the Constitution. 

Yadav alleged that the BJP 
members want to deprive the 
PDA (Pichda, Dalit , 
Alpsankhyak) of their reservation 
rights, thinking they would 
give it back if caught. “This 
clearly shows that OBCs, Dalits, 
minorities, and women are all 
second-class citizens in the 
eyes of the BJP. The venom of 
discrimination that is filled in 
the minds of the BJP members 
at times manifests itself in 
violence, exploitation, oppression, 
and untouchability against 
the PDA, and sometimes in 
the despicable act of denying 
reservations or attempting to 
“purify” things with Ganga 

water,” he alleged. In a statement
here on Tuesday, the SP 
president said only if the BJP 
is removed from power can 
the Constitution and reservations 
be saved. “The BJP has betrayed 
all sections of society, including 
the backward classes and 
Dalits. It does not want to 
grant the rights and entitlements 
guaranteed by the Constitution. 
The BJP has committed injustice 
against everyone. Jobs are 
not on the BJP government’s 
agenda, and certainly not for 
the PDA community. The BJP 
government does not send 
a government lawyer to the 
Supreme Court in the 69,000 
teacher recruitment scam 
case, and the case dates are 
deliberately postponed,” he 
said.  He said the PDA 
community has understood 
the BJP's tactics. In 2027, it 
will unite and remove the 
saffron party from power, 
thus ending its arrogance. 
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EARLIER, THE SPECIAL INTENSIVE REVISION EXERCISE FOR SUBMISSION OF ENUMERATION FORMS 
CONCLUDED ON 26 DECEMBER IN UTTAR PRADESH. DURING THIS PROCESS, RECORDS OF 
APPROXIMATELY 28.9 MILLION VOTERS WERE FOUND TO BE UNRESPONSIVE OR INCOMPLETE. 

11 linked to B’desh-based jihadi 
terror outfit held in Assam, Tripura
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The Special Task Force (STF) 
of the Assam Police on Tuesday 
arrested 11 associates of the 
Bangladesh-linked jihadi terror 
outfit - Imam Mahmuder 
Kafila  (IMK) - during 
coordinated operations carried 
out across multiple locations 
in Assam’s Barpeta, Chirang, 
Baksa and Darrang districts, 
as well as in neighbouring 
Tripura, officials said.  

The ‘Imam Mahmuder Kafila’ 
(IMK) is a Bangladesh-based 
offshoot of Jamaat- 
ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB) which is banned in 
India. 

A senior Assam police official 
said that based on the inputs, 
on the intervening night of 

29 December teams of STF, 
Assam Police carried out raids 
at multiple locations in Barpeta, 
Chirang, Baksa, Darrang and 
in Tripura in search of the 
IMK operatives and arrested 
10 associates from four districts 
of Assam and one from bordering 
village Jaipur in West Tripura 
district. He was found to be 
associated through a WhatsApp 
group named Purba Akash, 
used for communication, 
radical propagation, and 

coordination with other 
members across Tripura and 
Assam. The official said that 
it has further been disclosed 
that radical literature authored 
by IMK leadership, including 
Sarbobhoumo Khamatar 
Malik Allah and Ghazwatul 
Hind er Sonkhipto Alochona, 
is systematically circulated to 
indoctrinate cadres and 
sympathisers through online 
platforms. In Assam, such 
Extremist Content was circulated 
within the encrypted social 
media platform titled Purba 
Akash. The arrested associates 
were found to be linked through 
a WhatsApp group Purba 
Akash, used for communication, 
radical propagation, and 
coordination with other 
members across Tripura and 
Assam. 

BJP MLA PATHAK, IN HIS POST 
ON ‘X’, SAID THAT THE 
BRAHMIN COMMUNITY 
WORKS TO UNITE SOCIETY, NOT 
DIVIDE IT.

UP excise model tops India with digital control, 
record revenues: 

Lucknow: The Yogi Adityanath government has brought about revolutionary changes in 
the Excise Department through its decisive policy measures this year. This year will be 
remembered as a milestone for structural reforms in the excise sector.  
The new Excise Policy has transformed the entire functioning of the department into a 
technology-driven and transparent system. At the same time, the Excise Department, 
headed by State Excise Minister Nitin Agarwal, has set new benchmarks in revenue 
generation while making significant progress in investment promotion and employment 
generation. The new Excise Policy has played a key role in positively transforming the 
image of the department and strengthening public trust.  

Sunrise Festival opens in 
Arunachal’s Dong village
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Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu on 
Tuesday declared open the 
five-day Sunrise Festival at 
Dong in Anjaw, the 
easternmost village of India, 
marking the place where the 
country witnesses its first 
sunrise. 

Conceived with a 
long-term vision, the 
maiden Sunrise Festival 
aims to create meaningful 
opportunities for local 
entrepreneurs, promote 
sustainable tourism, and 
support the growth of small 
businesses. 

Emphasising 
environmental 
responsibility, the Chief 
Minister stated that the 
festival aspires to grow over 
the next decade while 
strictly adhering to the 
principle of “leave no trash, 

leave no trace.” He noted 
that the festival holds 
immense potential for the 
development of Anjaw 
district and Arunachal 
Pradesh as a whole. 

The festival commenced 
with sacred Meyor rituals, 
invoking the spirits of the 
mountains and forests and 
offering prayers to the 
deities, grounding the 
celebrations in the region’s 
deep cultural and spiritual 
traditions. 

Deputy Chief Minister 
Chowna Mein, who 
attended the inaugural 
ceremony, expressed delight 
at witnessing the beginning 
of the Sunrise Festival at 
Dong, where the first 
sunrays fall in the country. 

He highlighted that the 
celebrations began with 
traditional Meyor rituals, 
seeking blessings from the 
deities and paying reverence 
to nature. 
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